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GLASS ART / CONTEMPORARY STAINED GLASS WINDOWS –

HOW WE REMEMBER - PUBLIC ART COMMISSION
The Oratory, Finner Camp base of 28th Infantry Batallion of the Irish Defence Forces, between Bundoran and Ballyshannon, County Donegal.

Funding for this commission is made possible by an award from the European Union’s, European Regional Development Fund, through the EU Programme for Peace & Reconciliation, managed for the Special EU Programmes’ Body by Donegal County Council.
Brief to Artists 

Donegal County Council Public Art Programme aims to commission a substantial new stained-glass / contemporary glass window design, fabrication and installation into the Oratory at the Finner Camp base of 28th Infantry Batallion of the Irish Defence Forces, as the key element of our project How We Remember. The Oratory is a place of prayer and worship and is the lovely small red brick building with a rounded roof, visible from the main road, just inside the gate of Finner Camp, Ballyshannon. The new work should give consideration to the military nature of this commission in form, representation or colour but a representational work is not essential.  

Introduction

Commissioning Public Art does not mean merely providing the public with the most obvious and fixed solution, for this would preclude the possibility of truly innovative art. It involves a process of dialogue and expanding horizons in the sense that people cannot express a desire for that which they have not yet experienced. However the fear of controversy has too often been an inhibiting factor in the commissioning process. The pressure to play it safe, to do what has been done before, not to rock the boat can seem overwhelming and can impact negatively on the vision and ambition of a project. However Donegal County Council believe that an effective public art work does not patronize or placate its public and the instantly popular option must be balanced against the desire to ‘raise the bar’ and the demands of enduring quality, creativity and professionalism.

How We Remember
How We Remember is a Peace and Reconciliation project which will invite a large population in Donegal to explore in a diverse but real and meaningful way the very sensitive but critical question of ‘how we remember’ defence force personnel from Donegal who have served; and will focus specifically on the 28th Infantry Batallion of the Irish Defence Forces who have served along the border during the recent troubles. The multi-stranded project will consist of the following elements:

· Contemporary International War photographic exhibition at the Regional Cultural Centre Letterkenny

· Commission of a new documentary to be made under the ‘Sharing Stories’ Project about members of Organisation of National Ex-Servicemen Teoranta (ONET) 

· ‘How We Remember’ exhibition at Donegal County Museum that will look at the history of The Irish Defence Forces and particularly focus on the work of the 28th Infantry Batallion of the Irish Defence Forces during the recent troubles. 

· Commission of a new Education Project to interpret all aspects of the project for primary and post primary schools in Donegal

· New artist’s commission for substantial new stained-glass / contemporary glass window design, fabrication and installation into the Oratory at the Finner Camp base of 28th Infantry Batallion of the Irish Defence Forces which will respond to the theme ‘How we remember’ and particularly focus on The Irish Defence Forces and defence forces personnel of the 28th Infantry Batallion of the Irish Defence Forces who served on the border during the recent troubles in Northern Ireland. 

It is critical for the success of the wider How We Remember project that this major new stained glass / contemporary glass window Commission reflects the following criteria:

· Donegal County Council Public Art Office will lead on the commissioning of a substantial new stained-glass window design, fabrication and installation into Finner Camp Oratory to honour all those defence forces personnel from the 28th Infantry Batallion of The Irish Defence Forces who served during the recent Troubles and who have served in overseas missions.

· The commissioned artist will consult with the 28th Infantry Batallion of the Irish Defence Forces in the design of the work.

Commission Theme
‘How we remember’: to honour all those Defence Force Personnel from the 28th Infantry Batallion of The Irish Defence Forces who served during the recent troubles and who have served on overseas missions.

Nature of the Artwork
A permanent, new stained-glass / contemporary glass window design, fabrication and installation into the Oratory at the Finner Camp base of 28th Infantry Batallion of the Irish Defence Forces, which will be robust, safe and relatively maintenance free. 

The dimension of the work are likely to be no greater than 6025mm width, 3940mm height. 

Site
The Oratory, Finner Camp base of 28th Infantry Batallion of the Irish Defence Forces, Between Bundoran and Ballyshannon, County Donegal.

Budget Available
Maximum budget of € 40,000 (to include artist’s fee, vat, materials, pre installation works including knocking out bricks to create window, transport to site, installation of work, insurance etc.) 
Please also note, the appointed artist will be required to submit a tax clearance certificate ( TC2) to Donegal County Council Public Art Office in advance of any commission payments being made.

This fee shall be payable in three installments:

€ 20,000 upon commissioning

€ 10,000 Mid Term Payment

€ 10,000 upon completion

Submissions
Donegal County Council Public Art Office is holding a two-stage open competition for proposals to this commission.

Stage One proposals from artists should submit 

· a current Curriculum Vitae 

· at least 10 slides, photographs or images on disc of relevant window / glass art works / commissions completed by the artist.

Following adjudication by a Selection Committee - which will include representatives of Donegal County Council Public Art Office, an Artists’ representative, 3 representatives of 28th Batallion, an elected member of Donegal County Council, four artists will be shortlisted to Stage Two.

Stage Two artists will invited to a site visit to take place on the 8th September 2010, and will be given a premia of € 500 to develop a detailed design and budget and schedule for fabrication and installation.

SITE VISIT

A Site Visit for the shortlisted artists will take place during on 8th September 2010 during which the artists will have an opportunity to discuss the commission with the commissioners and those who use the site.

CLOSING DATE FOR SUBMISSION OF STAGE 1 SUBMISSIONS

Completed submissions – marked STAINED GLASS WINDOWS PUBLIC ART COMMISSION – should be lodged with the Public Art Office by close of business (4.30pm) on Friday 27 August 2010. 

STAGE 2 SUBMISSIONS

Following the site visit completed Stage Two submissions – marked STAINED GLASS WINDOWS PUBLIC ART COMMISSION – should be lodged with the Public Art Office by close of business ( 4.30pm ) on Thursday 7 October 2010. 

TIMETABLE 

June 2010: Advertise

27th August: Deadline Stage 1 Submissions

8th Sept 2010: Panel select shortlist of four Stage Four Proposals

15th Sept: Site Visit

6th October 2010:  Deadline Stage 2 Submissions

7th October 2010:  Panel select final commissioned artist from shortlist of four Stage Two Proposals

Feb 11 2011: Site Works

March 11 2011: Unveil new commission

FURTHER INFORMATION

For further information please contact Ms. Terre Duffy, Public Art Manager, Donegal County Council on 087 250 8373                                                                                                                        
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