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Finn Valley College, Stranorlar, Lifford P. O. Co. Donegal 

Visual Art/Public Art Commission 2010/2011 

Donegal County Council Public Art Office on behalf of Finn Valley College, Stranorlar, Co.  Donegal and County Donegal Vocational Education Committee  funded by Department of Education and Skills - Per Cent for Art Scheme
Introduction
Commissioning Public Art does not mean merely providing the public with the most obvious and fixed solution, for this would preclude the possibility of truly innovative art. It involves a process of dialogue and expanding horizons in the sense that people cannot express a desire for that which they have not yet experienced. However the fear of controversy has too often been an inhibiting factor in the commissioning process. The pressure to play it safe, to do what has been done before, not to rock the boat can seem overwhelming and can impact negatively on the vision and ambition of a project. The commissioners believe that an effective public artwork does not patronize or placate its public and the instantly popular option must be balanced against the desire to ‘raise the bar’ and the demands of enduring quality, creativity and professionalism.
Commission Theme
The commissioners encourage and welcome work that could be described as innovative, challenging, artistically ambitious and fun. The student body suggest that words like cool, modern, funky, and fresh might be considered and that the work should not be old fashioned, boring or bland. However the commissioners feel that the work might stand the test of time. The commisioners challenge the artist to give consideration to imaginative ways that this work might engage, reach and animate the young teenagers and adult learners who come to school at Finn Valley College.

The commissioned artwork might reflect the social, cultural or historical context of the college and the wider community of the twin towns of Ballybofey & Stranorlar and of the Finn Valley. The commission might have lasting significance and meaning to the local community, former students, the current students and the generations to come. The proposal may make provision for a creative input by students and staff of Finn Valley College. There is an energetic Art Teacher that could assist with this creative input. Collaborative works are welcomed as are proposals from groups of artists. 

Finn Valley College, a mixed gender second level college is situated in the town of Stranorlar. Barnesmore Gap dominates the southern view from the college while the college overlooks the rich and fertile land of the Finn Valley to the North East. 

The College was established in 1939 and has educated generations of students mainly from small farmer and artisan family backgrounds. 

The new school will have circa 325 students, and a compliment of 40 staff which includes 25 teachers and 10 Special Needs Assistants and 5 administrative staff. The new school will house fully equipped Art, Construction Studies, Engineering, Home Economics and Science Departments, as well as a specially designed Autistic Spectrum Disorder teaching space. Construction for this new school is scheduled to be completed in July 2011
Nature of the Artwork

A permanent work or artworks, which will be safe and relatively maintenance free. 

Sites

This artwork may be sited outside the new college building on the wall of the Gymnasium, within the internal Courtyard or in the roundabout area, either the curved wall around the roundabout or at the centre of the Roundabout.  See maps 
Budget Available

Maximum budget of € 30,000 (to include design and artist fee, supply, ground works, installation and VAT.  

Please also note, the appointed artist will be required to submit a tax clearance certificate (TC2) VEC in advance of any commission payments being made.

This fee shall be payable in three installments:

€ 10,000 upon commissioning

€ 10,000 Mid Term Payment

€ 10,000 upon completion
Donegal County Council Public Art Office is holding a two-stage open competition for proposals to this commission.
Stage 1 Submissions

Stage One proposals from artists should submit 

a current Curriculum Vitae 

at least 15 slides, photographs or images on disc of relevant work and commissions completed by the artist.

Following adjudication by a Selection Committee - which will include Public Art Manager Donegal County Council, an Artists’ representative for peer assessment, Chief Executive Officer of Donegal VEC, Principal Finn Valley College, Art Teacher Finn Valley School, Chair of Board of Management, Architect for new school, parents representative and student representative. 

Closing Date for Submission of Stage 1 is  4pm on Friday 3rd December 2010. Completed Stage 1 Submissions – marked Finn Valley College – should be lodged with Ms. Terre Duffy, Public Art Manager, Donegal County Council, Regional Cultural Centre, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal.

Stage Two 

Following adjudication by the Selection Committee on 9th December - a shortlist of up to 4 artists will be invited to make full, Stage 2 submissions in respect of which premia of €500 will be awarded to each short-listed artist to develop a detailed design and budget and schedule for fabrication and installation.  

Site Visit

A Site Visit will take place at the new Finn Valley College at 11.00am 

on Thursday 16th December during which time artists will have an opportunity to discuss the commission with the project architect, school principal and public art manager. If you plan to attend the site visit and to comply with Health and Safety Regulations please ensure you bring a hard hat, safety boots and visibility jacket. The meeting point is the reception of the current Finn Valley College, main street, Stranolar (Beside the large Church). Car Parking is available in the Church Car Park
Timeline 

November 2010: Advertise

3rd December 2010: Deadline Stage 1 Submissions

9th  December 2010: Panel select shortlist of four Stage two proposals 16th December at 11am: Site Visit

11th Feb 2011:  Deadline Stage 2 Submissions

17th Feb 2011:  Panel select final commissioned artist from shortlist of four Stage Two Proposals

Feb – September: Artist to complete work

Sept/Oct: Unveil new commission

FURTHER INFORMATION

For further information please contact Ms. Terre Duffy, Public Art Manager, Donegal County Council on 087 250 8373 . Email.  terre.duffy@donegalcoco.ie                                                                                                                      
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